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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This Office Action is in response to an original application filed 02/05/2004 with a 
priority date of 02/05/2004. 

2. Claims 1-18 are pending. Claims 1 and 13 are independent claims. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

4. Claims 1-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Balding 
(U.S. Patent No. 4,340,905 filed 09/12/1980, issued 07/20/1982). 

In regard to independent Claim 1, Balding discloses a color photographic 
printing device containing: a) a rendering engine for rendering images onto a medium 
(photographic printing means for reproducing a color image on photographic film 
controlled by a microprocessor (Fig. 4, item 55 microprocessor) and b) an input port for 
receiving an image data (film preview receptacle item 14 Fig. 2); and cj a print preview 
projection mechanism for converting the received image data into corresponding 
displayable image data and for projecting the displayabie image data for viewing by a 
user (Fig. 4; provides a projection of an image which can be viewed on a video monitor). 

In regard to dependent Claim 2, Balding discloses the limitation that 
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the print preview projection mechanism provides the user with a preview of the 
image data prior to rendering of the image data (Col. 3, lines 21-49; Fig. 4; user 
previews and adjusts from preview on monitor). 

Balding also discloses the limitation wherein the print preview projection 
mechanism includes a display format mechanism for converting the received image 
data into corresponding displayable image data (see Fig. 4 projected image is 
converted to be previewed by user on monitor). 

In regard to dependent Claim 3, Balding discloses the limitations that 

the print preview projection mechanism includes a projection mechanism for 
projecting the displayable image data onto a two-dimensional surface and wherein the 
projected preview image is a two-dimensional image (see Fig. 4 image is projected by 
item 63, a lens onto item 64, print paper). 

In regard to dependent Claim 4, Balding discloses the limitations that the print 
preview projection mechanism includes a projection mechanism for projecting the 
displayable image data into a three-dimensional space (Fig. 4, the space in which the 
projection is taking place is 3-dimensional) and wherein the projected preview image is 
one of a two-dimensional image and a three-dimensional image (Fig. 4, lens (item 63) 
projects onto print paper (item 64) which is 2-Dimensional). 

In regard to dependent Claim 5, Balding discloses the limitation where the print 
preview projection mechanism further includes an image manipulation application for 
allowing a user to manipulate the image data prior to rendering (Col. 3, lines 21-49; 
Figs. 1 , and 4-5; user makes adjustments based on images received on video monitors 
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of the projection and further microprocessor controls adjustments input by user to 
change the image). 

In regard to dependent Claim 6, Balding discloses the limitation of the image 
manipulation application supports one of user interface functions, editing operations, 
compositing operations, image processing operations, delete and add operations, other 
image modification operations, and a combination thereof (Col. 3, lines 21-49; Figs. 1, 
and 4-5; user can adjust color levels, density of image prior to printing it based on the 
projected image). 

In regard to dependent Claim 7, Balding discloses the limitation that the input 
port includes one of a connection port, a media reader slot, and a receiver (Col. 2, lines 
41-48; Fig. 4; film preview receptacle used for holding input (negative) so that it can be 
projected). 

In regard to dependent Claim 8, Balding discloses the limitations that the 
apparatus is coupled to an image source through a communication link (refer to Fig. 5) 
and wherein the image source provides the image data (Fig. 4) and wherein the image 
source includes one of a storage media, an image capture device, a digital camera, a 
personal communication device, a cellular telephone, a personal digital assistant, and 
other device external to the image rendering apparatus (image capture device, photo 
paper) and wherein the communication link includes one of a wireless link, a wired link, 
a USB cable, and a channel specified by a predetermined frequency (wired link as 
shown in Figs. 4-5). 
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In regard to dependent Claim 9, Balding discloses that the image data includes 
one of text data, a digital picture data, graphic data, drawing data, images, and a 
combination thereof (Col 2, lines 41-64; image is of a photographic negative to be 
previewed and printed by the device). 

In regard to dependent Claim 10 (and similarly dependent Claim 17), Balding 
discloses that the apparatus is one of a printer, a facsimile machine, and an all-in-one 
office machine (Figs. 1 , 4-5 disclose a printer). 

In regard to dependent Claim 11, Balding discloses the limitations of a plurality 
of switches for use by a user to control print preview functions and image editing 
functions; wherein each switch, when activated by the user, generates a signal 
representing user input; and wherein the signal is provided to the print preview 
projection mechanism (Col. 3, lines 21-49; Fig. 1 items (39-42, 71). 

In regard to dependent Claim 12, Balding discloses the limitation of wherein the 
image manipulation includes a multiple image manipulation module for receiving image 
data and user input and based thereon for generating a composite image file (Col. 3, 
lines 21-49; Fig. 1 items (39-42, 71). 

Balding also discloses the limitation of a source write unit for writing data to an 
image source (Fig. 4, microprocessor 55 instructs items 59, 59a, 65-70 to adjust via 
user inputs to print picture). 

In regard to independent Claim 13, Claim 13 contains subject matter similar to 
that found in Claim 1 and is similarly rejected. In addition, Balding discloses d) a view 
finder for use by a user to view images (Fig. 1 , item 48). 
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Balding also discloses the limitation of e) a projection mechanism, coupled to the 
viewfinder, for projecting the displayable image data into the viewfinder (Fig. 4 
projection mechanism 63 coupled to viewfinder (Fig. 1, items 13, 11)). 

In regard to dependent Claim 14, Balding discloses the limitation where the 
viewfinder is one of integrated with the image rendering apparatus and detachable from 
the image rendering apparatus (integrated as shown in Figs. 1-5). 

In regard to dependent Claim 15, Balding discloses the limitation where the 
viewfinder is coupled to the projection mechanism through one of a wired link and a 
wireless link (wired link as shown in Figs. 1-5). 

In regard to dependent Claim 16, Balding discloses that the viewfinder is 
implemented as one of a pair of virtual reality glasses, a two-dimensional viewer, and a 
three-dimensional viewer (video monitor, typically 2-D as shown in Figs. 1-5). Balding 
also discloses the limitation wherein the projected image is one of projected onto a two- 
dimensional surface and projected into a three- dimensional space for viewing (2-D 
(item 64) as shown in Figs. 1-5). 

In regard to dependent Claim 18, Claim 18 contains subject matter similar in 
content to that of Claims 1 1 and 12 and is rejected along the same lines. 
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Conclusion 



5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to James H. Blackwell whose telephone number is 571- 

272- 4089. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri. 

6. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Heather R. Herndon can be reached on 571-272-4136. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 

273- 8300. 

7. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

James H. Blackwell 
08/18/2006 




WILLIAM BASHORE 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 



